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"WE THANK GOD AND
TAKE COURAGE"
(Acts

"Choose "·
l.ife"

HERALD OF TRUTH

28: 15)

As w come to the close of the
year 1963, we have many, many
things
for which to be thankful.
First, for a brotherhood
who has
so unselfeshly
given of their means
to have the gospel carried
far
and near by radio as well as television. Second, that 1963 has been
the best year in the eleven years
that
we have been broadcasting
the gospel.
Third,
more
people
have been saved as a result of the
preaching
of the gospel than in
any previous
year.
Fourth, . that
the cooperation
according
us by
brethren
has been the greatest in
eleven years. Fifth, that the opposition to our program has dwindled
immeasurably.
Sixth,
for a faith
that will
not shrink
in carrying
out. the obligation
of going into
all the world
and preaching
the
gospel to every creature.
Seventh,
it has been a year of triumph
and
success and as this old year goes
out and the new year is ushered
in, by the power and glory of a
great God who rules and reigns
supreme,
we sa ythank
God for
every one of you who have had
some part
in sending
the light
to those who know not the Lord
Jesus Christ in the firgiveness
of
their sins.
We must not become wearly
in
well-doing.
The new year gives us
a greater challenge
and we plead
for your support
morally,
financially and above all, that we may
have a part in your prayers for the
advancement
of the Cause of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
W. F. Cawyer

MOVING?
We would appreciate your
notifying us in advance if
possible when you have a
change of address.
This will speed delivery to
you, and at the stm1e time,
save us additional postage
expense.
When notifying us of a
change, please indicate both
OLD and NEW addresses.
Thanks!

The world is full of those who
cise ~that , choice without meeting .
the .d :mditions laid down by God. · are hungry for eternal life. We
There are conditions for the have the food and the means to
alien and there are even more con- satisfy their hunger.

Published each month in the interest of world-wide radio and television
evangelism. Each issue contains the sermons broadcast on the nationwide facilities of tbe Mutual Broadcasting System, the American Broadcasting Company and many independent stations.
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ditions that must be met when
one becomes a child of God. In
the latter category is the matter
of takin'! the gospel to the lost.
"We have this treasure," said Paul
"in earthen vessels." It's wonderful
that we have this "treasure," but
with thi s treasure is a tremendous
responsibility .
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WYMAN

WILKERSON

The a-bove article was written
by
brother
Wyman
Wilkerson,
one of
the deacons of Highland
Church of
Christ, where this writer
serves as
an elder.
It has been my good
fortune to know Wyman for a number of years and also his father,
I. E. Willi:erson,
wh _o is a faithful
gospel
preacher
being
supported
fulltime
in a mission field by the
Highland
congregation.
Wyman
is
a fine business executive
in one of
Abilene's
going
·-concerns,
but
spends much of his time working
with the Herald of Truth program.
He has much ability
and is a very
consecrated
and devoted Christian.
i11
We have the utmost confidence
Wyman and do not hesitate to recommend him to your love and fellowship.
Wyman
lives in Abilene
with
his devoted
wife,
Clariece,
their
children,
Sherry,
10;
and
Kyle, 3; and their
foster-daugter,
Judy, 17,

In one of the most dramatic
challenges in all the Bible, Moses
addressed these words to Israel:
"I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both
thou and thy seed mar: live!"
Life and ·death, blessing and
cursing are still before us and we
still have the power of choice.
Yet, it is utterly impossible to exer-

paid at Abilene, Texas.
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No w here is it even remotely
intim1ted that w e may hoard thi s
great treasure. In fact, there is
but one course open to us. This
great treasure that is so precious
m\lst be given to as many as possible as often as possible. Otherwise, like the manna of old if
hoarded, it will lose its power to
feed the hungry.

One of the · greatest avenues of
preaching and teaching of this or
any other century is through
national and international radio
and television. The Herald of
Truth is now nearly world-wide.
Your continued and generous support has made this achievement
possible, but much remains to be
done.
It is our prayer that you will
continue to join us in this great
effort to preach the gospel around
the world in this generation, and
that your efforts and ours will
"'nable the lost throughout the
world to have an opportunity to
"choose life."

From San Diego; California, Brother C. H. Rutherford writes:
I do not know of as good a place to give my little contribution as to
the preaching of the gospel by means of radio and television. I know of
no way to "get more for my money" than through a program like yours.

From Glenn Martin, Uyo, Nigeria, WEST AFRICA:
The Herald of Truth continues to be heard well and by many people
in Nigeria. Letters from the missionaries in Ghana indicate that they
can hear the station in Monrovia well and that they are receiving some
response to the broadcast.

From Richmond, Virginia:
I listened to your program today for the first time and I must say you
showed me more light than I have seen in years. Thanks to you.

From Tuscaloosa, Alabama:
-Yesterday morning I listened to the Herald of Truth . I consider this
to be the most constructive and dignified religious program on the air.
You are doing a great service in bringing this program to us.

Christian
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HERALD OF TRUTH

In rec ent weeks I have had a
growing · desire to talk with you
on the subject of "Happiness. "
Especially have I been concerned
to point out the tremendous · possibilities of "Christian Happiness."
There are many reasons why I
have desired to do this. First of
all, there is so much traged y and
sorrow in the worl d. The daily
news is so often disturbing. fo
fact, most of the news tells of
violent and tragic events. Common-place happenings, such as the
normal, wholesome events of our
lives, are not news-worthy. Rather ,
the new s is filled with wars and
threats of wars, the dangers of
man's destruction of the whole
universe, storms, accidents, and
other happenings of a violent
kind. Then , there is crime in all
of its different manifestations,
showing the general moral degeneracy of our generation. Add
to these disturbing elements sickness and death which are common
to every home sooner or later and
yo u have a full gamut of tragedy.
But, there is another side to the
picture and that other side bal:ances our disappointments, fears,
and anxieties, thus making it possible for us to live reasonably normal, happy lives.

is no season of the year when there
is . not something beautiful about
us, if we will only take the time
to look for it. The grass, the flowers, and the trees are beautiful
beyond the appreciation .of most
of us. Perhaps we should take a
trip into the Middle East in order
to ·appreciate our own homelan d
more. There is hardly a blade of
grass to be seen anywhere . The
mountains are simply piles of rock,
denuded of their ancient vegetation, left naked to the hot sun.
The absence of trees and every
other green living thing is appalling. One comes home from seeing such barrenness with a renew ed
appreciation of a land such as ours,
where growing things are abundant.
A CHALLENG

IN G LETTER

Then, too , many Christians fail
to realize their blessings as mem bers of the kingdom of God.
These blessings are to be found
both in this life and even more
especially in the · life that is ahead.
Just a few days ago I received a
letter from a lady in Indiana which
reads as follows, "I often listen
to your radio bFOadcast. Wili you
sometime soon answer this question? Why 'is it that so few Christians find joy in · being Christians?
Another reason why I have Nearly every day I pray God that
wanted to speak on the possibili- He ' will make H is will become
ties of happiness is that S(I) many my own, so I may find true
people fail to see the marvelous abundance fo life and the real joy
beauties of the world about them. of being a Christian. Don't you
Nature ·is magnificent. For ex- think ministers and evangelists example, our recent fall season found aggerate the possibility of such
the trees on a thousand hills col- joy or peace of mind? Does anyored in all their autum n splendor. one have peace of mind more than
Currently we are enjoying the a few seconds at a time? I believe
dazzling beauty of winter. There that being · a Christian is the only
December 1963

way to live but having the joy
that you talk about is few and far
between."
Allow me · to read to you a passage of scripture that shows the
w onderful possibilities of Christian
happiness. "Rejoice in the Lord alw ays: again I will say · rejoice."
These words were spoken by the
apostle Paul, one of the most
severely persecuted and yet one of
the happiest men who ever lived.
T his is the beginning of one . of
the most radiant, most inspiring
passages in the Bible and I should
like to read to you the remainder
of the · passage: "Rej oice in the
Lord always: again I will say, rejoice, Let your forbearance be
known unto all men. The Lord is
at hand . in not hing be anxious; but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requ ests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God ,
which passeth all understandin g,
shall guard your hearts and your
thoughts in Je sus Christ ... ·I rejoice in the Lord greatl y . . . for
I have learned in -whatsoever . state
I am, · ther ein t·o be · tont eirit . · I
know how to be abased and I
know how to abound: in everything and in all things have i
learned the secret both to be filled
arid to be hungry, both to aboun d
and to be in wan t. I can do all
things in him that strengtheneth
me" {~hilippians 4:4-7, 10, 11-13).
Many people have the idea that
Christianity is sober, somber and
sad. Actuall y it is a joyous experience! The passage just read
even commands us to rejoice.
Christianity ·not only tells us to
3

rejoice, it teaches us how. According to Webster's Dictionary the
word rejoice means "to feel great
delight." In other words, it means
to be unusually happy, or to have
a wonderful, buoyant feeling inside oneself. This is the attitude
which Christians should mirror in
their lives, in their conversations,
and in their faces.
"IN THE

LORD"

It is both interesting and impressive to study the accounts of
conversion given in the book of
Acts from the viewpoint of the
reaction of the convert. Over and
over again the story closes by saying that the new Christian rejoiced. The account of the conversion of the Ethiopian nobleman
is an excellent example of this.
After the evangelist Philip had
preached unto him Jesus, he said:
"And as they went on the way,
they came unto a certain water;
and the eunuch saith, Behold, here
is water; what doth hinder me to
be baptized? And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thy heart,
thou mayest. And h_e answered and
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still;
and they both went down into
the water, both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him. And
when they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord
caught away Philip and the eunuch
saw him no more, for he went on
his way rejoicing" (Acts 8: 3639).

sight to see this nobleman whose
life was changed as he gave himself to the Lord, returning to the
continent of Africa with a heart
overflowing with joy.
Another example of joy that
came to those who became Christians is found in the story of the
Jerusalem church: "And day by
day, continuing steadfastly with
one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread at home, they took
their food with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and
having favor with all the people"
(Acts 2:46-47). This was a great,
happy band of people, and they
were happy because they were
Christians.

The apostles, even though they
were severely persecuted, also rejoiced: "They therefore departed
from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer dishonor for the
name" (Acts 5:41). Still another
example is that of the Philippian
jailor: "And he took them that
same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, immediately.
And he brought them up into his
house ... having believed m God"
(Acts 16:33-34). We would not
have expected this Roman jailor to
become a Christian. Having become a Christian, this man of
pagan, Gentile background could
hardly
be expected t o b e
emotionally stirred, but the story
was different. He was touched by
the example of Paul and Silas singing at midnight in the prison; he
Here is a story of a man who was moved by the gospel which
came almost a thousand miles from they preached; and he rejoiced
Ethiopia to Jerusalem, worshiped greatly once he had become a
God according to the Old Testa- child of God. We wish that the
ment system, and was on his way inspired record had told us more
back to Ethiopia. Suddenly and of this Roman, who no longer beunexpectedly the evangelist Philip longed to Caesar but to Christ, for
came to him, preached to him a · we believe that likely he was a
sermon about Christ, and baptized pillar of the church at Philippi, a
him, making him a member of the church which long remembered
family of God. It is a beautiful the apostle Paul, both in their
4

prayers and in their gifts.

In discussing the phrase in our
text, "in the Lord," I wish to convey the meaning that the spiritual
blessings of God are only in Christ.
It is true that God "maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sendeth rain on the just
and unjust" (Matthew 5:45). It
is true that God's physical blessings of this world are given both
to the evil and the good, to the
non-Christian as well as the Christian, but this is not true when it
comes to the spiritual blessings.
They are only in Christ. This is
made crystal clear by the apostle
Paul in writing to the Ephesians:
"Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ . . . having foreordained us
unto adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of his
will . . . in whom we have our redemption through his blood the
forgiveness of our tresspasses"
(Ephesians 1:3, 5, 7).
WE

REJOICE

10:9) and being baptized for the
remission of sins (Acts 2: 38)-each
of these being commanded by
God. Now to remain a Christian
one must pray, study the Word of
God, give of his means, faithfully
observe the Lord's supper and
live a consecrated, faithful Christian life.
The same thing is true of the
name which the church wears.
It is a name that can be read from
t.he pages of the scriptures. Likewise, the organization of the
church is an exact copy of the
organization o f t h e origi,nal
church, described in the Bible. The
very doctrines of the church, likewise, are those which you read
in the scriptures. Man desires to
be certain in buying property and
for that reason takes great pains
to be sure that his title is clear.
How much more concerned man
ought to be in the realm of religion to make sure that his title
is clear. We rejoice in the certainty
of knowing that what we do in
religion is what we can read from
the inspired book of God.

BECAUSE

We rejoice because of the
certainty of what we are doing.
It is a wonderful feeling to know
that in becoming a Christian, we
have done exactly what is prescribed by the Lord and the
apostles in the long ago. If some
man should stop us on the street
and say, "How do you know you
are a Christian?" we would be able
to read to him from the New Testament itself, a "thus saith the
Lord" for every act that we have
done. We would simply "read our
title clear" by pointing out the
steps taken by the early disciples in becoming Christians: Hearing the gospel (Romans 10: 14),
believing Christ as God's only begotten Son (John 20:31), repenting of all sins (Luke 13: 3), confessing Christ as Lord (Romans
HERALD OF TRUTH

We believe that this is what the
apostle Paul had in mind when he
wrote: "The Spirit (meaning the
Holy Spirit of God, which manifests itself in the Bible) himself
beareth witness with our spirit
( our own ability to. think and to
know), that we are children of
God: and if children, then heirs of
God, and joint heirs with Christ"
(Romans 8: 16-17). The Holy
Spirit of God, speaking through
the scriptures, bears witness with
our own knowledge, that we have
done what God commanded and
are therefore members of 'his
family and heirs of heaven.
GOD'S

WONDERFUL

PROMISl!S

We also rejoice in knowing that
the wonderful promises of God
are waiting for us. For -example,
there are those wonderful words

December l 96l .

in the Sermon on the Mount, "Be
not anxious for your life, what ye
shall eat or what ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ye
shall put on. Is not the life more
than the food, and the body than
the raiment? . . . But seek ye first
his kingdom and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added
unto you" (Matthew 6:25, 33).
The physical needs of our bodies
and even life itself are matters
that we can leave to the Lord without anguish or worry. The apostle
Paul once said, "And we know that
to them that love God all things
work together for good, even to
them that are called according to
his purpose" (Romans 8:28). And
similarly, "For .we know that if
the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a
building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the
heavens" (II Corinthians 5: 1). It
is a great reassurance to know that
all things work together for good
and that when death comes it
simply hastens the day when we
shall have a heavenly body for
eternity. Truly, the promises of
God give us cause for rejoicing as
Christians. It is a wonderful blessing to be "in the Lord" and to
know that these blessings are for
us.

"ALWAYS"

Pull the word "always" apart
and it becomes "all ways." We are
to rejoice in the Lord in all ways:
physically, for God has promised
to take care of us; mentally, for
he has told us that we need not
be anxious or worry; and spiritually, for he has told us that he
will forgive our sins and save our
souls in heaven.
Primarily this word "always"
applies to time, however, and in
that sense it means that not only
is the Christian happier than the
non-Christian in this life, but that
he is also happier throughout the
eternity to come. Rejoicing is not
for this life only, but for always.
CONCLUSION

To the Christian, we say, "Remember who you are. You are a
child of the King, and heir to
heaven. Let nothing ever cause
you to be discouraged or downhearted, remember whose you are
and where you are going."
To the man not yet a Christian,
we say, "Believe on the Lord, repent of your sins, and be baptized
for the forgiveness of those sins,
so that you, too, can rejoice in the
Lord always."

FROM ARKANSAS:
I wish there were words in which I cotild express how much my
mother and I enjoy your "Herald of Truth" programs. We usually
listen to one on Sunday morning and then one that afternoon late;
sometimes they are the same, but they are worth listening to. The
manner in which Brother Baxter presents the programs, in such a
kind manner, makes them very easy to understand. -ANT
Dear Brethren in Christ:
I have been a member of the church for 40 years and I have never
seen so great an effort put forth for the cause of the saving of lost
souls of the nation. I do not live where I can see it on TV and we don't
hear it on radio, but I get hold of some of the sermons that go out on
the TV and radio programs and they are wonderful. My prayer is that
enough people will get behind it and cause it to grow throughout the
world. -OAM
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The Best is Yet to Be
By Batsell Barrett Baxter
Radio

Sermon

ABC and MBS Networks

No. i19

In one of his more familiar passages, William Shakespeare wrote,
"All the world is a stage,
And all the men and women
merely players.
They have their exits and
their entrances;
And one man in his time plays
many parts,
His acts being seven ages ... "
(As You Like It, Act ll, Scene
7).
Then, in the lines that follow he
tells of the Infant, the School-boy,
the Lover, the Soldier, the Justice,
the period characterized by "the
lean and slippered pantaloon,"
and finally
Second-childhood.
There are seven stages in the life
of everyone. I would like in our
study today to talk with you about
those last years of our lives.
Everyone in this audience has
already known and enjoyed youth.
Some are still in the process of
enjoying it. Most of us can never
a~ain know youth; but nearly all
of us will someday know old age.
Because it applies to some of us
now and all of us l11teron, I want
to speak of some of the aspects of
growing old.
THE

BEAUTIES

OF GROWING

OLD

Let us begin by pointing out
that there are some wonderful
beauties in old age. Age has
beauties all its own. I do not know
of any better way of speaking about these beauties than by turning to the scriptures. In the book
of Proverbs, the 31st verse of
chapter 16, there is this sentence,
"The hoary head is a crown of
glory." Think of those whose hair
is white and who in the process of

growing old have grown mellow
and are a benediction to all who
know them. In the book of Job,
chapter 5, verse 26, we read,
"Thou shalt come to thy grave
in a full age, like as a shock of
grain cometh in its season." There
fs something very beautiful about
a life that has been lived in God's
way and comt;s toward harvest
time.
Turning now to uninspired, but
skilled and talented writers, I
would read from Robert Browning's "Rabbi Ben Esra,"
"Grow old along with me!
The best is yet to be,
The last of life,
For which the first was made:
Our times are in His hand
Who saith, 'A whole I planned,'
Youth holds but half;
Trust God, see all, nor be afraid."
It is a disappointing tragedy when
life is cut short in youth. God
planned a whole and youth is only
half. The other half, that of age
and maturity is needed to make
life full and round and complete.

In the little poem called ''Bouquet Club", Julia Dorr has these
two lines,
"The year grows rich as it
groweth old,
And life's latest sands are its
sands of gold."
Then from Karle Baker we read
these lines,
"Let me grow lovely, growing oldSo many fine things do:
Laces, and ivory, and gold,
And silks need not be new.
And there is healing in old
trees,
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Old streets a glamour hold;
Why may not I, as well as
these,
Grow lovely, growing old."
Surely there is a challenge for each
of us to accept, to grow lovely in
spirit and . to grow mellow and
kind and warm toward our fellowmen as we grow old.
Anne Campbell has a poem
called "The Twilight of Life" in
which there are these lines,
"The twilight of my life has
come
When in one instant I shall
see.
Hung in the western sky the
sum
Of all my years in tapestry.
The twilight of my life is
here.
And yet, a bird is left to sing.
His bright notes fall upon my
ear,
Sweet with life's remembering.
The twilight of my life has
crept
.So quietly across my sight
Miraculously I have kept
Some of youth's magical
delight.
I know the twilight hour has
struck
I know night is not very far
But even then-what wondrous
love
Beyond the twilight, shines a
star."
Then, from one of the world's
greatest poets, John Masefield, we
read,
"I cannot sail your seas, I cannot wander
Your cornland, nor your hill
HEM.LI> OF TRUTH.

land, nor your valleys
Ever again, nor share the
battle yonder
Where the you ng knight the
broken squadron rallies.
Only stay quiet while my mind
remembers
The beauty of the fire from
the beaut y of the embers."
I picture the man of whom he is
writing as having lived a life that
is full and vigorous but there has
come a time when he can no longer walk over the farm, down into
the cornland and up on the hill
land and into the valley. There
has come a time when he cannot
enter into the battles of life anymore. But even then he sits 'luietly
and his mind remembers the beauty,
sitting there in a chair unable to
move very much, but able to remember the beauty and the richness of life from the beauty of the
embers.
Age is not something to avoid,
even if we could. I have always
had a kind of pity for someone
who through clothing or through
make-up or through trying to do
things obviously out of keeping
with his own physical abilities
tries to create the impression that
he is still young. It is folly for a
grandmother to dress and act as if
she were a girl of twenty. There
is something beautiful about gray
hair and there is something fine
about the other evidences of age,
so as we grow older let us grow
older enjoying that phase of life,
too, because it is a part of God's
plan. There is a beauty in age that
ts distinctive.
THE

WORK

OF

AGE

The second thing that I would
,mention is the work of age. There
are some jobs that are so itI1portant that you just cannot conceive
of trusting them to young men or
to young women. We think immediately of the eldership of the
church. The work of the Lord is
so vital that He chooses older
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men. Even the name "elder" suggests it. There are many other
works in this world which demand maturi ty and age. Age
counts and means something.
Let us turn to the Bible and
read a few lines from the book
that Paul wrote to Titus. Chapter
two begins this way, "But speak
thou the things which befit the
sound doctrine: that aged men be
temperate , grave, sober-minded,
sound in faith, in love, in patience:
that aged women likewise be reverent in demeanor, not slanderers
nor enslaved to much wine, teachers of that which is good; that
they may tr ain the young women
to love their husbands, to love
their children, to be sober-minded,
chaste, workers at home, kind , being in subjection to their own
husbands, that the word of God
be not blasphemed" (Titus 2: 1-5).
There is an important work of
teachin g which God gives to aged
men and women.
It seems to me that we Americans need to give more respect to
the older ones among us. As someone has said, "Ours is the only
nation on earth where the aged
are not honored." In China they
carry honor even to the point of
reverence or worship. This is too
far, yet it is suggestive to us. In
Europe and in most of the other
countries of the world elderly
people are put on a pedestal. Here
in America we tend to exalt youth.
To balance our thinking, I would
emphasize these scriptures that
indicate a work for the aged.
Were there time I would like
to turn back and read the story
in I Kings, chapter 12, of the
folly of the young king Rehoboam.
Solomon, the wisest king who ever
lived, had died, and his son had
come to the throne. The people
came and asked Rehoboam what
his policies would be and specifically asked relief from the
burdcms that Solomon had placed

upon them. The building of the
temple and other buildings had
been a heavy burden. Young Rehoboam consulted first the men
of his father's age. They advised
him to lighten the load. The n he
consulted the young men of his
own age and they advised him to
make the load heavier. There follows a tragic verse, I Kings 12: 10,
in which he calls the people to gether and says, "My little finger
is thicker than my father's thigh,"
which means, "You have not seen
anything yet ." He heeded the
wrong advisors. The kingdom
broke apart never to be reun ited.
Ten tribes left the kingdom, leaving Rehobo am with only two .
Ho w different the histor y of Israel
might have been if Rehoboam had
listened .to the advice of aged men.
DUTIES

OF THE

YOUNG

Along with the beauty of age
and the work of age, I would like
to emphasize the duties that we
'1.Vhoare younger have to the elderly. Commandment number five
of the ten commandments reads,
"Honor
th y father and thy
mother , th at thy days may be long
in the land wh ich Jehov ah thy
God giveth thee" (Exodus 20: 12).
Over in the New Testament the
same teachin g is found in the
Ephesian letter, where the apostle
Paul says, "Children, obey your
parents in the Lord: for this is
right. H onor thy father and thy
mother (which is the first commandment with promise), that it
may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth"
(Ephesians 6: 1-3). In both the
Old Testament and the New
Testament we are taught to honor
our parents, to honor the aged.

In the New Testament also, in
I Timothy 5, there is a passage that
I fear we do not read often
enough. It emphasizes our responsibilities of a physical nature to our
parents and to those who are older;
(Continued on page 10)
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"Hono r widows that are widows
indee d. But if any widow hath
children
or grandchildren,
let
th em learn first to show piety toward their ow n family, and to
r equite their parents: for this is
acceptable in the sight of God."
Obvio usly he is talking about
caring for the physical needs of
parents and others in our kinship
range. "But if any provideth not
for his own, and especially his
own household, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an unbeliever" (I Timothy
5:3, 4, 8).
There is a passage in Leviticus 19:
32 which reads, "Thou shalt rise
up before the ho ary head and
honor the face of the old man."
We have responsibilities of love
and service to the aged.
SUGGESTIONS

FOR GROWING

OLD

Let me suggest next a few
thin gs that will help all of us as
we prepare for being old.
( 1) Try to save enough to take
care of yourself when you get
old . It is good if we can keep
from being a burden, though
if necessity demands, the young
must be willing to accept this
responsibility.
(2) Try to do enough good in
life that you will never be able
to exhaust the gratitude of those
you have helped.
(3) Work hard enough in life
that when you grow old you
can look back on a life well
spent and duty wen done.
(4) To have reared a happy
family is one of the surest guartees of happy old age;
(5) Try to eliminate all of your
faults before you get old.
( 6) Try to have interests and
activities that will make life
worth living.
(7) Don't lose your usefulness.
Next, let me list a few of the
characteristics that sometimes come
with age: a weakening of mental
10

and physical powers, decreased
ability to work, turning from the
future to the past, untidiness and
carelessness about dress, and being
overbearing and domineering in
disposition. Sometimes ugly tempers are found in elderly people.
There develops a quarrelsomeness,
a fault-finding quality, a contrarine ss. All of these things need not
happen. The y do not come suddenly, but rather these undesirable
qualities of age have grown
throu gh the years . The way to
keep from having them in old age
is not to let th em grow in the
earlier years.
"Old age needs comfort and
happiness
With dignity and cheer
And these can be provided if
They're added to year by year.
For age is
Our thoughts
And can be
If built with
THE

only a total of
on up from youth,
rich in enjoyment
beauty and truth."

INWARD

MAN

As the years pass and the physical part of us declines, the spiritual
part of us increases and takes over
the main place in our lives. I
think of it in terms of the see-saw.
Here is the fulcrum and over here
the board is low, and over there
it is high. The high part is the
physical part early in life. It is
the stronger, it is the main part
in the beginning of life. But as
the years come and go the physical
wanes and the spiritual takes its
place as the dominant part of man
before life is over. I think that is
what Paul had in mind in II Corinthians 4: 16 where
he says,
"Though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day." In God's
plan the spiritual takes over as the
physical wanes.
As we grow older we come to
face the reality of the end of life.
In the mature years we feel a
greater desire than ever before to
live dose to the Lord and to

re ally meet him in judgment. The
preoccupation with tran sient material things is gone. Spiritual concerns are paramount. The truths
of the Bible are more meaningful.
The doctrines and theories of men
lose their appeal. We read and
depend on God's book-the Bible.
The beauty and simplicity
of
Christ's chu rc h are more appealing. The simple steps of becoming
a Christian are more meaningful.
Faith in Christ, followed by repentance from all of life's sins, by
confession of the name of the
Lord before men, and by baptism
for the forgiveness of sins have
an almost irresistable appeal. We
want to obey the Lord's commands just as He gave them. We
seek the certainty and security that
comes from complete compliance
with God's will.
I would close by reminding you
of a sentence or two in the scriptures. In I Corinthians 15 we read
in verses 19-20, "If we have only
hope in Christ in this life, we are
of all men most miserable. But
now hath Christ died and was
raised from the dead, the first
fruits of them that are asleep."
Christ died and was raised again.
He was the first fruit. When we
come to the end of life and are laid
to rest, we, like our Lord, will be
raised into a new kind of life.
Another great passage of hope
is John 14: 1-3, which reads, "Let
not your heart be troubled: believe
in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions;
if it were not so, I would have
told you: for I go to prepare a
place for you. And if · I go and
prepare a place for you, I come
again, and will receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also."
Growing old is not easy, but
growing old as a Christian is something wonderful indeed. The closer
we come to the end of this life the
closer we come to the beginning
of a .more wonderful life beyond.
HERALD OF TRVTH

"The Earth is The Lord's"
By Batsell Barrett Baxter
Radio Sermon

No. 620

Every man sustains many different relati onships in life. There
are three major areas which to a
very large degree cover the whole
ground. First of all, an important
relationship with God, who made
him. Next, man sustains vital and
important rel ationsh ips with a great
many people, such as parents,
brother s, sisters, husband or wife,
children, friends, teachers, employers,
employees,
and many
more. In the third place, he also
sustains vital relationships to things.
Among these things are houses,
lands, cars, clothes, books, personal effects, and many, many
more.
In one sense these relationships
and the attitudes behind them will
determine
where
man spends
eternity.
They
will determine
whether he is saved in heaven or
lost in the eternal fires of hell, as
mentioned by our Lord. In this
particular study our concern is
exclusively with man's relationship
to thing s. Let us begin by noticing
some of the passages in the scriptures which suggest what man's
attitude toward material things
ought to be.
GOD'S

ti
I\

WORD

One of the simplest, yet most'
complete; of all the statements in
the Bible concerning the material
universe is that from the pen of
David, who was often called
Israel's greatest king. He wrote,
"The earth is Jehovah's and the
fullness - thereof; the world and
they that dwell therein." (Psalms
24: 1); David unequivocally states
that the world and everything in
it, including man , belongs to God.
This is what we might well expect,
since we remember that every-
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thing was created
of God.

by the power

In the New Testament there is
an important passage in the 25th
chapter of Matthew which further
points out man's relationship to
things. This is the familiar parable
of the talents, from which we shall
read only a few key sentences.
"For it is as when a man, going
into another country, called his
own servants, and delivered unto
them his goods." Notice that the
man was the owner and that he
gave his goods into the hands of
his servants. "And unto one he gave
five talents, to another two, and
to another one, to each according
to his several abilities; and he went
on his journey."
In the verses that follow we
read that the man who received
five talents traded with them and
receives additional talents. When
his .lord returned he said, "Well
done, good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will set thee over many
things; enter . thou into the joy of
thy Lord." Similarly, the man who
re~eived two talents earned an additional two talents and was given
an identical reward. Tragically,
the man who received only one
talent failed to use that talent in
any way and received only condemnation upon his lord's return,
"Thou wicked .and slothful servant ... cast ye out the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: there shall be the weeping
and the gnashing of teeth" (Matthew 25: 14-15, 21, 26 and JO).
It is obvious from this passage
that man is God's steward, having
the responsibility of administering
God's affairs for a limited period
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of time. Perhaps the meaning will
be made even more impres sive if
we describe man not as God's steward, but as God's manager, God 's
administrator, God's supervisor, in
charge of certain earthly possessions for a limited period of time.
Man is never the owner in the
full sense, but rather is a steward,
in whose hand s a trust has been
placed. It is his primary responsibility to use the material things
that come to him in accordance
with the will of God. His eternal
destiny will largely depend upon
the use to which he has put these
blessings which constitute a trust
from God.
A

STRONG

EMPHASIS

There are more te achings in
the New Testament on the subject
of stew ar dship than on the subject
of baptism, even though there are
more than 100 pas sages which contain the word baptism. There are
more teachings in the New Testament on the subject of stewardship th an on the Lord's Supper,
even thou gh this is a significant,
clim ac tic act of woroship for each
Lord's day. Approximately half of
our Lord's parables develop this
theme. One cannot read far in the
New Testament without realizing
that everything we have belongs
to God, and that we are his stewards. Whatever it is, if we have
it, God gave it.
While here on the earth Christ
placed a little or no emphasis upon
material things, except to indicate
that they are relatively unimportant. For example, on one occasion
when a man came to Jesus asking
his help in claiming part of an
inheritance, Jesus responded , "Man,
who made me a judge or a divider
11

over you?" Then Jesus took the
Ocassion to add this important
teaching on the theme of our study,
"Take heed, and keep yourselves
from all covetousness: for man's
life consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he possesseth.
And He spake a parable unto them,
saying, The ground of a certain
rich man brought forth plentifully: and he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have not where to bestow
my fruit? And he said, This will
I do: I will say to my soul, Soul,
thou hast much goods laid up for
many years; take thine ease, eat,
drink, be merry. But God said unto him, Thou foolish one, this
night is thy soul required of thee;
and the things which thou has prepared, whose shall they be? So is
he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God"
(Luke 12: 14-21). The emphasis
that Christ makes here is that in
importance spiritual matters far
exceed our physical possessions.
A man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he
possesses.

one of a number of other expensive
additions.
During this period of
In contrast with this teaching
from the Lord, the human .side of years, he also has advanced from
our own nature goes in the opposite owning no car at all, to the point
direction , placing great emphasis of owning one car, and eventually
on the importance of things. Along to the point of owning two cars.
with this, men generally feel that From modest, relatively less exthe things which they control are pensive cars, he also may advance
their own and, therefore, they may into larger, higher-priced cars. If
do with them as they wish. This his income continues to rise, there
is particul arly true of things that are always additional wants equal
men have secured by their own ef- to the occasion. Perhaps these
forts or skills. There seems to be wants include a house at the lake,
little or no comprehension of man's with a boat dock and an expensive
role as a steward, but rather the boat. If there is still more income,
idea that man because of his nat- it can readily be spent in travel.
ural abilities, his own special skills, As one friend confided to me, he
and his own hard work has earned spent $5,000 on a three-week trip
a clear title to all the material to Alaska to hunt Kodiak bear.
things which he possesses.
HUMAN

TENDENCIES

Observation suggests also, that
there is absolutely no end to man's
wants . It is utterly impossible to
satisfy all the cravings of the
human heart, so far as material
things are concerned. As a man's
income rises, usually there is a
corresponding rise in his standard
of living. For example, imagine a
man who makes some $3600 per
year and who lives in a small apartA second example is found in ment in a modest apartment buildthe tenth chapter of Luke in the ing. He dreams of the time when
story of Christ's visit to the home he can own his own house and enof Mary and Martha. Martha was joy a certain degree of privacy. As
cumbered about much serving, the years pass, his income rises and
though Mary set at the Lord's feet there comes a time when he
and heard His word. At one point purch ases a modest two-bedroom
in the story Martha came to Christ home in a conservative section of
and said, "Lord, dost thou not the city. There he is very happy
care that my sister doth leave me to for a time. However, as the years
go by, and as he sees the larger
serve alone? Bid her therefore
that she help me. But the Lord an- and more expensive homes of his
swered and said unto her, "Martha, neighbors and friends, there comes
Martha, thou
are anxious and increased desire for a larger and
troubled about many things; but more pretentious home. The outone thing is needful: for Mary hath come is that when he is financially
able to do so, he purchases a larger
chosen the good part, which shall
home, one with three bedrooms
not be taken away from her" and a den. It is on a larger lot and
(Luke 10:40-42). Even such ordi- in a more elite section of the city .
nary affairs as preparing meals
If his income continues to rise
and keeping house are not to be through the years, he also may
compared in importance with the add a swimming pool in the back
yard, or a stable for horses, or any
spiritual things of life.
12

SELF-CENTERED

Some time ago when I visited a
certain city, friends took me out
to see the property recently purchased for the establishment of a
Christian school. It had formerly
been owned by an edvertising executive . He had spent something
like $500,000 on the twenty-six
acres, lavishing his expenditures in
the satisfaction of one whim after
another . There was a beautiful
little lake, planted with almost
every kind of evergreen that one
could name. The house itself was
expensively built, but it was in the
basement of the house that the
extravagance of his expenditures
was most obvious. There were
several rooms paneled in wormeaten chestnut , the kind of paneling that most people consider quite
appropriate to a beautiful den
or even a living room. In these
basement rooms there were fiftyfour individual closets, each lined
with cedar. Before he surrendered
the propert y, there were 150 suits
of clothin g in these closets and 200
pairs of shoes in the accompanying
shelves. Such lavish expenditure
is hardly normal, but it does indicate the extreme to which men
may go in satisfying their own deoires.
HERALD 0 1' TB'UTH

One wonders how many hungry
people might have been fed and
how many naked people might
have been clothed with the excesses of this one man's expenditu res.. Somewhere along the line
of expensive and luxurious living,
which we have just been surveying, the Christian must drop out of
the race. In the buying of larger
and more expensive homes and
cars and other possessions, there is
a great danger that a man may lose
his soul. While it is not possible for
me to draw the line for you and
to say that beyond such a point
your expenditure s are sinful, it is
imperati ve that each one of us
search his own soul, remember his
position as one of God's stewards ,
and draw cert ain lines for himself.
GIVING

TO GOD-NOW

We are all familiar with the
teaching of th e scrip tures on the
subject of giving. In the New
Te stament era, our Lord has been
very generous with us, giving us
a flexible scale by which we do
our own determinin g of how much
we shall give. As the apostle Paul
stated the matter in I Corinthians
16: 2: "Upon the first day of the
week let each one of you lay by
him in store, as he may prosper ,
that no collection s be made when
I come." We are grateful for this
sliding scale, which means that if
our income is small and if our obligations to our family are large,
that we may give proportionately
small amounts into the treasur y of
the Lord. We are also to remember, however , that if our incomes
are larger, we are expected to
give more generou sly to the Lord.
In II Corinthians 8: 8, Paul
further says, "Proving through
the earnestness of others the sincerity also of your love." In this
instance the apostle is simply saying that a concrete means of
measuring the sincerity of our love
for the Lord is the generosity of
our caring for the needs of others.
December 1963
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In some cases, this measuring stick
w ould indeed be disturbing.
It is estimated th at church members today give an average of only
about 3% of their gross income.
If this estimate is at all accurate,
we need to be deeply disturbed.
Enjoying the high economic level
that we do enjoy, it is hardl y
reasonable to think that any of us
should give less than 10 % of our
gross income. Many of us, perhaps,
should give even more, much
more. Let each one of us think
back through his income of the
last year and make his decision
about how much he wants to give
back to the Lord. Let us remember
that after all, it belongs to the
Lord anyway, and we are simply
returning to Him a portion of
what He has given us to use.
GIVING

-

IN THE

FUTURE

In what we have been saying, w e
have been placing the emphasis
upon the importance of giving
now while we are alive. While
this is a very important and necessary emphasis, I should like to suggest that it is also important that
we make some plans to give to
the Lord when we die. My meaning is this. Most of us cannot give
all that we have and desire to
give to the Lord while we yet live,
for we do not know how long we
shall live and what emergenc y
needs there may be toward the
end of life. Often when we die
some of these savings are left behind.

In addition most of us are purchasing a house over a long period
of years. We do not even own
the house at the present time and
therefore could hard ly give it to
the church. There will come a day,
however, when we leave that house
behind as a part of our estate. Our
estate also may have certain significant additions through insurance
that is paid only at the time of our
death. Still further additions to our
estate may come through invest•

ments that are left behind when
we die. Altogether, nearly all of
us will leave something behin d in
an estate w hen the Lord calls us
home. It is about this estate that
I wish to make two suggestions.
SUGGESTIONS

First, make a will. Roger Babson
has said, "Not hing but trouble follows when you die without a will;
don't be foolish, see a lawy er." He
points out several advantages of
having a will: It pr events misunderstanding later ; it insures that
someone you trust will administer
it; it makes certain that your estate
will be used as you wish; and it
often reduce s the expenses of carryi ng out your wishes in dispens-·,
ing your estate.
A second suggestion is even
more important. Make a Christian
will. Some time ago a little folder
was handed to me containing the
following paragraph: "As a steward of Go d you are responsible
for the distribution of your estate
after your death, as well as in
handling it while you live. Go d
made all, owns all and gives all.
As Christian stewards we are responsible to G od for everything
that comes into our hands. God
requires an accounting of our stewardship . T hat obligation continues to the final disposition of
your estate- all of w hich is God 's
property and over which you are
merely a steward. A Christian
should make his legal will thoughtfully and pr ayerfully to see that
tho se he loves are properl y protected. Seek to know the will of
God regardin g the final disposition
of your estate. In this connec tion
may I suggest to you who hear me
this day and t o those who read this
sermon in print that you make
provision in your will to have the
gospel carried by means of the
H ERALD OF TR UTH Radio and
Tele vision Pro gram after your
death.
Just what will this mean? Noth-

u

ing at all at the moment, except
the slight trouble to which we
would be put in making the will.
But after a few years, when we
have been called from this earth to
give a report to our Father in
heaven who has appointed us his
stewards, it will mean a great deal.
It will mean that orphans will be
cared for, who otherwise would
have lessened support. It will
mean t h a t elderly p e o p l e
can rest secure in the fact that
Christians have felt the responsibility to care for their own. It will
mean that young people will con.:.
tinue to have opportunities even
on a more extended scale, to hear
the Bible taught every day in
Christi an schools , as they prepare
themselves for the ·various professions and works of life. It will
mean that the elders of the church
will be able to provide the funds
for additional missionaries in areas
where the gospel is not known and
to provide funds for the building
of church buildings in mission
fields.
What a wonderful satisfaction
it will he to each one of us, after
having enjoyed God's blessings
throughout life and after having
given generously while we lived,
to stand before God in judgment
and to know that the last thing that
we did on earth was to remember
our children and to provide at
least something for their needs.
This goes without saying. But in
addition to those family ties, we
also need to remember our re:.
sponsibilities to God and our role
as stewards of God's bounty.
Whatever we have, God gave it
and we have a responsibility to return a significant portion to Him.
It is rather obvious, in a discussion of this kind, that before
a man can really give of his means,
or of his substance, to the Lord,
he needs to give himself to the
Lord. This is exactly what the
apostle Paul says of the generous
Christians of MaGedonia - "First
14

they gave their own selves to the
Lord" (II Corinthians 8:5). And
just how is this done? By becoming a Christian, in the ancient Godapproved manner. Believing in
Christ as God's Son comes first.
Paul told the Philippian jailor ''Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou
shalt be saved, thou and thy house."
Then Paul preached to him and
his household. They accepted the
good news of Christ, turned from
their previous, pagan and sinful

lives and were baptized (Acts 16:
30-34). Faith led to repentance.
Then having made known their
faith in Christ, they were baptized.
Thus, they gave themselves to the
Lord. When we stop to realize
how much God has done for us
it is easy to give ourselves to the
Lord. When we give ourselves it
then becomes easy to give back of
our treasure to Him who has given
everything
we have-even
life
itself.

From State College, .:Pennsylvania:
Dear Bret .hren:
Two weeks ago we baptized an elderly lady as a result of the
Herald of Truth. She watched the TV program over the Johnstown,
Penna., station and wrote in for a sermon reprint. After we received
your card we contacted her and she was almost ready then to be
baptized.
Incidentally,
the church here offers two courses by mail. If you
send the request for such to chur ches near where the person lives who
has requested it; we would be happy to assist along this line.
Sincerely yours,
John M. Barton

"T .hanks for sending the Herald of Truth sermons each month. Sure
enjoy reading them. I pass them on to others who I think will enjoy reading them too. We had an elderly lady .baptized this summer from listening t.o Herald of Truth on Johnstown station on T.V. May the Lord
bless all who have a part in sending out the gospel."

From Petersburg,

Virginia: ·

"I want you to .know tliat I · would not want to miss one of your programs, which I have just come upon in recent months. It is one of the
greatest , spiritual benefits put on television. The messages are expressed
and . made so clear, that anyone can understand it. Even the discussions
are so enlightening-,-and they ;ire TRUTH."

From St. Petersburg,

Central Figure of History
By Batsell Barrett Baxter
Radio

Sermon

No. 621

This is the season of the year
when men pause to pay homage
to Christ. It is a time when mankind thinks again of the wonderful life and teachings of the babe
of Bethlehem. As a result of this
contemplation
of the life and
teachings of Jesus an atmosphere
of sweetness permeates a world
that is often bitter. This climate of
good will is a reflection of the
Spirit of Christ.

ABC and M BS Networks

lived while on earth, for this is
the proof-positive that he was no
ordinary man, but the Son of God.
CENTRAL
ALL

FIGURE
HISTORY

Jesus of Nazareth is the central
figure of all history. Every letter
you write, every book you read,
and every significant event in
your life (birth, graduation, marriage, death, etc.) are dated in relation to His life! All the armies
that ever marched, all the ·navies
that ever sailed, all the assemblies
that ever met, and all the rulers
that ever reigned put together
have not affected the life of man
upon earth as powerfully as the
lifeof Jesus Christ!

This is the season of the year
when men from one end of the
Christian world to the other pause
to think of the birth of the Savior. By general agreement men
have chosen to celebrate his birth
on this day, though no absolute
knowledge of the day, or even of
It all ··began in the long ago
t?e exact year, of his birth is poswhen
God had created man and
sible. Had the date of his birth
man
had
rebelled against God.
been of great significance in the
Man,
estranged
from God, needed
mind of God undoubtedly it would
to
be
redeemed.
Because of his
have been recorded in the scripgreat
love
for
man
God inagurated
tures. Had it been considered ima
plan
for
.man's
salvation
which
portant by the apostles there
eventually
led
to
the
coming
of
would have been special celebraJesus
of
Nazareth.
Even
before
He
tions during the period when the
church
was divinely
guided. was born there were hundreds of
prophecie s about His coming. ANeither is the case. We conclude
therefore, that God did not iri~ mong them · the one that I find
tend for Christians to attach myself turning to again and again
special importance to the date of as ,a ,favorite is that found in the
fifty-t~ird chapter of Isaiah, a part
Christ's birth.
of .which I should like to read
So, we are not greatly con- "Who hath . believed our message?
cerned with when Christ was born.
and to .:Whom hath the arm of
Jehovah been revealed? For He
We are not greatly concerned
with where Christ was born. Both grew up before Him as a tender
of these are matters of relative in- plant, and as
root ,.·out of dry
difference. We are deeply con- ground: He hath no · form nor
cerned with why He came into comeliness; and when we see Him
the world, for this has a direct there is no beauty that we should
and major bearing upon the sal- de.sire Him. He was despised, and
vation of our souls. We are also re1ected of men; a man of sorrows
deeply impressed with bow he and acquainted with grief: and as'

a.

Florida:

"~o often . I've enjoyed · r,our programs, and wished I had them just as
given to study, so I could pass them on to others. The radio programs
have such · "pac ked;' and wonderful Bible Truths; so clearly given; yet
simple to understand."
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one from whom men hide their
face He was despised; and we esteemed Him not. Surely He hath
borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows; yet we did esteem Him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for
our tran sgressions, He was bru ised
for our iniquities; the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his
own way; and Jehovah hath laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. He
was oppressed, yet when He was
afflicted He opened not His mouth;
as a lamb that was led to the
slaughter, and as a sheep that before his shearer is dumb, so He
opened not His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was
taken away; and as for His generation, who among them considered
that He was cut off, out of the
land of the living for the transgression of my people to whom
the stroke was due? And they
made His grave with the wicked,
and with the rich man in His
death , although He had done . no
violence, neither was any deceit in
His mouth . . . Therefore will I
divide Him a portion with the
great , and He shall divide the spoil
with the strong; because He poured out His soul unto death, and
was numbered with the transgressors: yet He bear the sin of many,
and made intercession for the
transgressors" (Isaiah 53: 1-10, 12).
Remember that this was written
750 years before Christ came.
THE

INCARNATION

In the fullness of time Jesus
came, as described in the familiar

15

passage, "And she brought forth
her first born son; and she wrapped Him in swaddling clothes,
and laid Him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the
inn. And there were shepherds in
the same country abiding in the
field, and keeping watch by night
over their flock. And an angel of
the Lord stood by them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto
them, Be not afraid; for behold,
I bring you good tidings of great
joy which shall be to all p~ople:
for there is born to you this day
in the city of David a Savior, :"h~
is Christ the Lord. And this 1s
the sign unto you: Ye shall find
a babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, and lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heav~nly
host praising God and saymg,
Glory to God in the highest, a~d
on earth peace among men m
whom He is well pleased" (Luke
2:7-14).

Him might not perish, but have
everlasting life" (John 3: 16).
When He had grown to be a
man, Jesus began His pu~lic
ministry. He went about teachmg
the people a new and b~tter way
to live. On one occas10n there
came those who had been sent to
arrest Him, but instead of arres~ing Him they reported to their
superiors "Never man so spake"
(John 7:46). They listened; they
were impressed; and they went
away empty handed. No man ever
talked like Jesus. Jesus went about
doing good: healing _the sick, ~iving sight to the blmd, ~eston?g
hearing to the deaf, workmg miracles and doing signs. The people
said of Him, "What manner of
man is this?" (Matthew 8:27) . He
was like other men and yet He
was unlike other men, for the
things that He did were of God.
Too, "He was tempted in all
points like as we are, and yet
without sin" (Hebrews 4: 15). We
are deeply impressed, for He had
the same inclinations of the flesh,
the same temptations to live as
the world lives, but in every instance by power available to all
of us He triumphed over them.

So Jesus came in the fullness of
time to live among men, but that
was not the beginning of His existence. Christ had existed before
the word was, in the beginning of
time, for as John began his account of the life of Christ he
By His compassion He brought
wrote, "In the beginning was the
men from every walk of life to be
Word, and the Word was with
His disciples. He attracted the
God and the Word was God. The
sick and the well, the poor and the
sam: was in the beginning with
rich the unlearned and the wise.
God. All things were made
Froi'n every walk of life, from all
through Him; and without Him
age brackets, from all corners of
was not anything made that hath
mankind men came impressed by
been made. In Him was life; and
the life of this Son of God. Even
the life was the light of men . . .
His enemies could find nothing
And the \Vord became flesh, and
evil in Him . Yet, strange as it
dwelt among us ( and we beheld
seems, the reception man gave this
His glory, glory as of the only
perfect life was murder on a cross.
begotten from the Father), full
of grace and truth" (John 1: 1-4,
MURDl;R ON A CROSS
14). In later centuries we have
called this the incarna,tion, the Son
Yet, though Jesus was murdered
of God living in the flesh among on a cross, it was not merely the
men. "God so loved the world, murder of an innocent man. In its
that He gave His only begotten
deepest significance. it was the _reSon that whosoever believeth on demption of mankind from sm.

"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities " (Isaiah 53: 5). "God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself " (II Corinthians 5: 19).
He transformed the shame of the
cross into the glory of man's salvation. That which was ugly and
despicable, the cross, was turned
into the most glorious thing that
has ever happened upon the earth
-the salvation of man, made possible by Christ's death on the
cross.
Not only did He redeem man
by His death on the cross, but
He also fulfilled the law of Moses,
and in fulfilling it took it out of
the way. To use the ap?stle :,au~'s
expression to the Colossians,. nailing it to the cross" ( Colossians 2:
14). When Paul wrote to t~e
Ephesians he spoke of Jesus m
these terms, "He brake down the
middle wall of partition, having
abolished in His flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments,
contained in ordinances" (Ephesians 2: 15). The old, difficult,
burdensome law was_taken out of
the way as Christ redeemed man
on the cross.

But Christ is not still hanging on
the cross. That was only a moment
in the life of Christ, and while it
was a climactic moment, I would
have you remember that it was
only for a little while that He
hung on the cross and only for
three days that He remained in
the tomb. The real Jesus is alive,
living forevermore, I h~~e never
greatly admired the crucifixes that
we see from time to time. I do not
admire them for several reasons,
the central of which is that my
Lord is not still hanging on a cross.
He is living, has ascended to
heaven and there reigns triumphant. Not only does He reign in
heaven but also in the hearts and
1i v e s of millions of people
wherever men are willing to obey
Him.

BUT WHAT HAS ALL OF THIS
TO DO WITH US?

We were created in the image of
God, spiritual beings with an
eternal destiny ahead. If we are
to live up to that level for which
we were created, and if we are to
be saved eternall y then Christ must
be enthroned as the central figure
of our lives. That is what it has
to do with us.

In your reading of the Bible
you must have noticed the many
ways by which Jesus is referred
to. Have you ever noticed that in
every instance the figure of
spe~ch, the comparison, the illustrat10n is to something that is
absolutely necessary? Christ is
never "the little finger" on a hand,
for you can live without a little
finger. Christ is always "the heart",
without which man cannot live.
The figures of speech in the Bible
present Him always as something
indispensable, something absolutely
necessary. He is referred to as
"the way", "the truth", and "the
life". He is "the water of life" . He
is "the bread of life". He is "the
door" . He is "the light of the
world". He is "the good shepherd", He is "the Savior". He is
"the King". In every instance
Jesus is something indispensable.
He is never an alternative. It is
Christ or utter ruin, Christ or
eternal condemnation. That is
what He means to us.
In this season, when the eyes of
the world are turned backward toward an event nineteen hundred
y ears ago, let's turn our thou ghts
inward to the meaning of Christ
in our lives. "What will you do
with Christ? Will you confess
Him before men as your Savior
and your Lord?" On one occassion
He comman ded: "Everyone therefore who shall confess me before
men, him will I also confess before
my Father who is in heaven. But
whosoever shall deny me before
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men, him will I also deny before
my Father who is in heaven"
(Mathe w 10:32-33) . I am sure that
this includes the public confession
of faith th at Je sus is the Christ,
but I also believe that it means the
confession of one's life. Christ is
not valued at all unless He is valued above all. Ha ve you confessed
Christ not only in your words, but
in your life, enthr oning Him as th e
central figure in your heart as
w ell as the central figure in history?

saved" (Mark 16: 16). Anot her
time He said, "V erily , verily, I say
unto y ou, except a man be born
of wate r and of th e Spirit he cannot enter the king dom of heaven"
(John 3:5) . "Are you willing to
live for Christ and to wo rk fo r
Him in His church?" In the closing lines of that great sermon on
the mount He said, "Not every
one that saith unto me Lord , Lor d,
shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven, but he that doeth the will
of my Father wh o is in heaven"
(Matthew 7:21).

Another question comes, "Will
y ou turn from the world in order
As w e look back to Christ, to
to turn toward Christ?" Again Bethlehem , to Jerusalem , to Calthe words of Jesus, "If any man vary, these are the questions that
w ould come after me, let him stand out. "W hat will y ou do with
deny himself, and take up his Chri st?" The answ er begins with
cross, and follow me. For whoso- "I'll become a Christian." I am
ever would save his life shall lose hopin g that some boy or girl,
it : and whosoe ver shall lose his some man or wom an is read y to
life for my sake shall find it. What
say , "I will give my self to Christ.
shall it profit a man if he gain I love Hi m and I am goin g to
the whole world and lose his own show that love by the way I live
life? or what shall a man give in for the remainder of my life." In
exchange for his life?" (Matthe w H ebrews 13:8, Jesus is described
16:24-26). Are yo u willing to
as "the same yesterday, toda y, and
turn from the wo rld, the things forever". Yield yo ur will to H is
th at are tempor ary, tihe things will and build y our life on Jesus
that are transi ent, in order to turn Chri st, the fou ndation of all suctowa rd Christ, the center , the cessful living. T hroughout life and
eternal?
th rou ghout the eternity to follow
y ou will be glad y ou did. He ar
"Are you willing to be buried again His w ords in John 14:6, "I
w ith y our Lord in baptism?" On am the way, and the truth, and the
one occasion He said, "He that be- life: no one cometh unto th e
lieveth and is baptized shall be Father , but by me."

From Provo, Utah:
"I'm so happy Go d is blessing this good work , th at should have been
being done ever since radio- th en T.V. Ever since I first bec ame a
Christian I w onder ed WHY it wasn' t being pr eached over radio mor e
extensively . And in every concei vable manne r . Now I know it's because
most members didn't have their pocketbook converted too. Want to go
to heaven for noth ing. -Mr. and Mrs. B.

From a listener in Columbus, Ohio, we have the following:
addressed to Radio Station WMNI in Columbus:
"Dear Sir: I w ould like to say th at w e look forwar d to hearin g the
"Herald of -Truth " pro gram. The sermons and the singing are just
wonderful. We need more prog rams like this one. Yours truly, G. P."
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The Uncertainty

of Tom.orro"W

By Batsell Birrrett Baxte1
Radio Sermon

No. 622

Many people seem t o l i v e
most of their lives in the past.
Ordinarily these are elderly people
who, in their conversations, turn
to events and to people of the long
ago. Sometimes we become a bit
critical of those who live in the
past. It is not a good sign for a
person to think primarily of the
things of the long ago. It is refreshing to find elderly people
who are still aware of and concerned about the present. Some
time ago I had a stimulating experience of this kind when I
visited an elderly gentleman, who
was then approaching the age .of
ninety. He had many questions
to ask about people whom he had
never met, but of whom he had
heard. He asked about the present
condition of the church and of
several of the Christian schools.
He was far more interested in
listening than in talking. The past
did not have much place in our
conversation that day. In spite of
examples like this there is a real
danger, especially for those who
are older, of living too exclusively
in the past.

ABC and MBS Networks

are going to fix up the basement."
There is always something in the
future. When we ride in another's
car he is likely to say, "Oh, I am
embarrassed that you have to ride
in this · dirty old car; I am going
to have it washed tomorrow.''
Even when we go fishing we are
told, "They'll be biting next
month. If you could only come
back then." Those of us in the
middle of life and in younger
years may be making an even
graver mistake than those elderly
people who live in the past. We
have a tendency to live too much
m the future.

December

29, 1963

It is a happy man who realizes
that life is with him every minute
of every day and who lives it to
the full in every wholesome right
way.

A few months ago as I left my
office, to drive home, I took a
new, closer look at the world about me. Spring had just arrived;
it was warm and beautiful. I do
not know why, but I realized how
many times I had passed this way
without seeing it. You wait a
moment for the signal at Woodlawn; you turn down the gradual
curve under the railroad bridge;
then you drive on out over the
PREPARING
TO LIVE
hills. It is some of God's most
beautiful counrtry. That day I
It is a wonderful thing to see a
decided that I would look at it
young person or a middle-aged
as if I had never seen it before
person who lives in the present.
and as if I would never see it aThere are many of us who make
gain. It took on a ·new beauty.
the mistake of spending our lives
Everything I saw had some special
preparing to live. Actually we do
attractiveness about it. I resolved,
not get around to really living. In
"I am going to live life that way;
our early years we go off to
I am going to live it as if I had
school, and they tell us, "You are
never lived it before, and as if I
preparing to live.'' We learn how
might never live it again.'' There
to read; we learn how to work
arithmetic problems and all the is nothing morbid in that idea; I
rest; we are learning how to live. just resolved that I am going to
enjoy life while I live it.
We who are younger need to We go to high school and then
realize that for us there is another to college and still we are preMany of us make the mistake of
kind of danger. We are likely to paring for life. Suddenly in our
make the opposite mistake, for we early twenties we are handed a living for tomorrow to such an
diploma and are pushed out from extent that we miss the now, the
are likely to live in the future.
When you visit in someone's school with the unspoken impera- only part of life that we really
home, it is not uncommon to hear tive, "Now, go live.'' Most of us, have. This is more tragic because
him say, "Oh, I wish you could looking back, realize that some tomorrow is uncertain. In the 27th
come to see us next month, be- of the most meaningful years of chapter of Proverbs the opening
cause we are planning to fix .the our lives were those that were verse says, "Boast not thyself of
place up." Then, he describes how spent in school. We were living tomorrow; for thou knowest not
they are going to paint the outside from the moment we were born. what -the day may bring . forth.''
and redecorate the interior. Or While we may have been prepar- There is a passage in James, howperhaps he says, "We are going ing in a certain sense for adult ever, which . suggests the Uri. "O"W
to pane l a room upstairs.
r
e life we were living all the while. certainty of tomorrow better than
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any other , scripture I know,
"Come now, ye that say, Today
or tomorrow we will go into this
city, and .,pend a year there, and
trade, and get gain; whereas ye
know not what shall be on the
morrow. What is your life? For
ye are as a, vapor that appeareth
for a little time, and then vanisheth away." Life is like a puff of
steam rising from some locomotive. You see it a few miles in the
distance, white against the blue
of the sky, but before the sound
can travel at its slower rate to
your ears, that puff of white steam
has vanished in the morning air.
"Ye are as a vapor that appeareth
for a little time and then vanisheth
away. For that ye ought to say,
If the Lord will, we shall both
live and do this or that" (James
4: 13-15).

first and the _middle chapters. To
kno~ how our lives will turn and
where we will live and what will
happen to us would .take much of
the zest out of living. I am glad
that God reveals it a page at a time
-a day at a time. Even more, if
we knew the problems that were
!!Oing to come, in .many instances
there would .be a life-long agonv.
Think what it would be like to
anticipate for twenty-five vears a
sudden accident on the hiqhway
and afterward a life handicapped
by blindness or deformity. Think
what it wonld be like to ant1c1pate for forty years dying of
cancer. Think . what it ,vould be
like to anticioate other problems
that m'lV come. It is better that we
know iust a day at a time. God's
way. God gives us the stren!!th to
liv~ todav and that is all we should
ask. The problems of today become fresh and new and we tackle
them with new force and energy.
We master them by God's help
and so will it be tomorrow.

red to ,.his body as his , tabernacle.
In II Peter also there is a passage in chapter three which describes the end of time. "The day
of the Lord will come as a thief;
in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the
elements shall be dissolved with
fervent heat, and the earth and
the works that are therein shall
be burned · up. Seeing that these
thin!!s are thus all to be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye
to be in all holy living- and godliness?" (II Peter- 3: 10-11). The uncertainty of tomorrow says nothinCTas distinctlv as it says that we
must be ready.'

Would it be indelicate for me
to say that it is like a mother who
has carried a babv for almost the
full term. She ·does not know
Deo Volente
whether it will be this week or
next, but she is wise if she has her
This is a great sentence. Can
bag
packed for the trip to the
you recall receiving a letter near
hospital.
So, you and I are wise,
the end of which were the words,
in
the
midst
of this hurrying to
"We plan to see you soon. D. V.''?
make
a
living,
if we have our
ONE
CERTAINTY
Do you know the meaning of
things
in
order
and
are ready to
those letters? They are Latin and
In
this
uncertain
tomorrow
there
go.
From
Matthew's
24th chapter
stand for the p h r a s e "Deo
is
at
least
one
certainty.
It
is
that
we
read
a
few
lines,
"Heaven
and
Volente," which means "The Lord
in one of these tomorrows death earth shall pass away but the words
willing." We will do this or that,
the Lord willing. We who so con- will claim each one of us. Death shall not pass away. But of that
fidently know what we will be is inevitable. We have said this day and hour knoweth no one,
a thousand _ times, yet death still not even the angels of heaven
<loin~ the second week of July,
comes
unexpectedly. It was Isaiah neither the Son, but the Father
or the end of next year, need alwho
said,
"All flesh is grass ...
only. And as were the days of
ways to understand that it is D.V.
the
grass
withereth,
the
flower
Noah,
so shall be the coming of
-if God wills. "For ye know not
fadeth;
but
the
word
of
our
God
the
Son
of Man. For as in those
what shall be on the morrow.''
shall stand forever" (Isaiah- 40: days which were before the flood
As we think about tomorrow
6, 8). In writing to a group of they were eating and drinking,
and the new year just ahead we Christians the Apostle Peter ad- marrying and giving in marriage,
think about this uncertainty. There dressed them as "sojourners and until the day that Noah entered
comes a twinge of fear. Anything
pilgrims." In I Peter 2: 11 he says, into the ark, and they knew not
that is uncertain may have fear in "Beloved, I beseech you as so- until the flood came, and took
it. There is just a touch of wish- journers and pilgrims, to abstain them all away; so shall be the coming that it were not so uncertain, from fleshly lusts.'' We are so- ing of Son of Man. Then shall
but then we stop and think a mo- journers, for we are only tempo- two men be in the field; one is
ment and we are glad that tomor- rarily here. In the second letter taken, and one is left: two women
row is uncertain. Suppose we that Peter wrote, there is in the shall be grinding at the mill; one
knew what was going to happen first chapter a verse in which he is taken, and one is left. Watch
in all of the tomorrows. It would says, "The putting off of my therefore: for ye know not on
be like reading the last -chapter tabernacle cometh swiftly" (II what day your Lord cometh"
of a novel before we read the Peter 1: 14). Of course, he refer- (Matthew 24:25-42).
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fa the uncerta.~n new year ahead nothing is mor~ c.ertain than
that we must be r~a,dy at every
hour because the ,end of life, the
coming of our ·Lord, will come
when men least expect it . We
need to lead calm, pure lives.
There is never a time to think,
"I know this is not right, this act
or thi s relationship, but I am going to do it for a few months,
then I am going .to wash up. I'll
get clean again." · It is a foolish
man who reasons so, because he
if banking on tomorrows that he
may not have. The only wise way
ic; to live today just as purely as
we would livi it if we knew today was the last day of all. But,
not only does it mean that we
need to live pure. clean lives, this
inevitability of death also means
that we need to be busy, doing
whatever we intend to cl~for the
Lord. The last verse of the passage in James which we read a
few moments ago, .which begins,
"Come now, ve that say, Today
or tomorrow ~e will go into the
citv, and spend a year there . and
trade and get gain, whereas ye
know not ' what shall be on the
morrow," .ends with the words,
"To him therefore that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to
him it is sjn." To bank on tomorrow, on the good deeds that we
intend to do, is to delay perhaps
eternally, the doing of the good
things that we need to do.
In memory I hold dear a little
old man whom I knew back in the
nineteen thirties. I used to see him
stand before a congregation, as
one of its elders, and hear him say,
not elegantly, but forcefully, "It
is not what you'd do with a million, if riches should e'er be your
lot , but what you are doing today
with the dollar and a quarter
you 've got." That may not be
good poetry but it is good old
Anglo-Saxon English. There is so
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so

little ·time and
much to be done
and so little time in which to do
it. Opportunities come, but opportunities also go. Today is the day
of salvation; today is the day when
we can work. Tomorrow may
never come.
On this particular Sunday, just
before year's beginning, we have
a special vantage point from which
to view life. There is something
wonderful about the beginning of
a new year. It enables us to look
back and examine the past, then
make plans for a better future.
It is like climbing hills; each new
summit gives us a vantage point
from which to view the past and
plan for the future. It gives us
added perspective and bring s a
fine psychological advantage. It
is a time for making decisions, it
is a time for beginning to do some
of the things we have known that
we ought to do but have never
quite started.
Many people make New Year's
resolutions; "I am going to quit
drinking." "I am going to quit
using profanity." "I am going to
quit lying." "I am going to quit
gambling." "I am going to start
going to church." "I am going to
read my Bible more." These are
fine res'olutions, but they will not
be of much value if we wait until tomorrow to begin them. The
time is now.
This is also an unusually good
time for man who has never become a Christian to consider seriously this greatest of all steps.
Some men put off becoming
Christians too long. Intending to
do so, they never quite do it. Then
tragically, a great many discover
that it is too late. I would plead
with you, if you have never become a member of the Lord's
church, to do so now. There is
no moment quite like now. You
have the faculties of mind, the
physical ability, the encouragement of friends and a life-time of

service ahead of you in the name
'
of Christ.
Believ!! in. t_he Lord Jesus Christ
with all your h~art. In John 14:6
Jesus Himself .said, "I am the way,
and the truth, and the life: N o one
cometh un.to the . Father, but by
me." Hebrews 11:6,.savs, "Without faith it is imposs.ible to be
wellpleasine- unto Him." This believin!! in Christ and in the God
who created the un iverse is man's
be{!'innina step tow ard salvation .
T he readin!!' of th e H oly Scriptures, especially the {!'O
Spel narratives. creates with in us th is faith
that God is and that J esus Chri st
is His Son. Whi le th is faith is
fundamental as the beginning
point, it is not enough by itself.
It must lead man to give · his life
to his Lord.
The most difficult part in becoming a Christian is th e necessity to turn away from past sins
and dedicate one's self to the
Lord and righteousness. Repentance, or sorrow for sin, is a genuine conviction of heart, a decision
which causes him to tum the direction of his life. To the Corinthians in II Corinthians 7: 10,
Paul wrote, "For godly sorrow
worketh repentance unto salvation , a repentance which bringeth
no regret." When this most difficult part of becoming a Christian
is done, then it is easy for man to
take the next step-that of .confessing his Lord before men. Jesus
said, "Everyone therefore who
shall confess me before men, him
will I also confess before my
Father who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will I also deny before my
Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 10: 32-33).
As a final, beautifully symbolic,
culminating act of becoming a
child of God, man must be baptized. When the penitent multitude of believers asked the apostle
Peter on Pentecost, "Brethren,
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what shall we do?" Peter replied,
"Repent ye, and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus
Christ unto the remission of your
sins." Further in the same paragraph we read, "They then that
received His word were baptized:
and there were added unto them
in that day about three thousand
souls" (Acts 2: 37, 38, 41). In
every case of New Testament con- .
version this beautiful act of baptism is the final step before one
was added to the Lord's church.
So must it be today. In Romans
6: 3-5 Paul wrote, "Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized
into His death? We were buried
therefore with Him through baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised from , the dead
through the glory of the Father,
so we also might walk in newness
of ·life. For if we have become
united with Him in the likeness
of His death, we shall be also in
the likeness of His resurrection.'-'
So, at y ear's end, I would urge
that each one of you who has not
become a Christian in the simple
profound New Testament manner,
do so even this very day. Someday you will look back like the
apostle Pa!]l to say, "I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the
cour se, I have kept the faith :
henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give to me at that day; and
not to me only, but also to all
them that have loved His appearing" (II Timothy 4:6-8).
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A Sample of Our Mail
From Virginia:
BRETHREN, TI:IS WILL THRILL YOUR HEART! I am quot ing
from a letter written from Bowling Green, Virginia, "I am a negro
woman, 57 years old. I have been listening to your program for
about ten years _ I had belonged to a Baptist church for most of my life,
but was never truly converted. Sirs. I would like to be baptized over
again. I spoke to m_v pastor concerninQ" this-he scoffed. I also learned
of bapticmal tours, sent from California. Two men were sent to me from
~~ far as Chicago. but I did not see Truth in their light as to the keepmg of the Sabbath, etc. Therefore, I was left unbaptized.
I notice that you have a church in Fredricksburg. Virginia-that is
about twenty miles from me. I want to be baptized. but racial turmoil
as it stands todav could bring on much misunderstanding as to my
sincerity . I would not knowlinaly do anything to hurt the church of
God. So please let me know how I stand concerning this matter.''
signed "Mrs. Ethel Fortune".
Brethren it isn't difficult to see the sinceritv with which this woman
write ~. Brother Harper immediately called Robert A. Goff regarding
this woman, ·and brother Goff went the next morning and visited her.
He talked with her about 2 hours and he says in a letter written shortly
after. "I was deeply impressed with her sincerity, honesty and long
search for the truth of the pure {!'Ospel of Christ. I did ·my best to
speak to her as God's messenger with the Word of salvation. We talked
about the various problems which we might encounter, and after prayerful study decided that she could come to the building this Sunday· for
worship and at the conclusion of the lesson, obey her Lord in baptism.
I explained to her that after she had obeyed her Lord that she was a
member of the Lord's church, and thus ~ould have all the rights and
privileges as any other child of God, as well as responsibilities too.
During the course of our conversation, she at one point, became
emotional and expressed the most beautiful and humble character of
gratitude for having been led to what she recognized as being the
truth of the gospel, as a result of the Herald of Truth.''
On November 1st, we received another letter from brother Goff, and
I again quote, "You will be pleased to know that Mrs. Ethel Fortune was
baptized this Sunday morning. We are well pleased with the happy reception she received from the church here. I am conducting a weekly
Bible class in her home. We are grateful to the Herald of Truth radio
program for having taught this lady the truth of the gospel. Any
time we may be of service to you in the Lord's work, please let us
know. Sincerely, Robert A. Goff.''
Brethren, eternity alone will reveal the amount of good that is being
accomplished today by Christians and congregations joining hands in
sending the light to just such as the woman mentioned above.
W. F. Cawyer
P. S. In a long distance call on the day of this writing, brother Goff
says that sister Fortune is very devoted and sincere-attending their
services regularly and she is now bringing her daughter.
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Yes, the results of radio-television evangelism are amazing and I want to add
my part to this great effort to continue to reach thousands the wor ld over f or
Christ!
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